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Asia Through a Chinese Lens
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Yanbian Korean Autonomous Prefecture anc
Hamgyong Bukto Province are engaged in a
transformation that will fundamentally alter
the relationship between China and North
Korea.

Changes in Yanbian and Hamgyong Bukto v
iImprove China's strategic flexibility and exter
its influence over Northeast Asia in ways tha
are yet to be surmised or calculated.

This report is based on years of direct observation during multiple visits, interviews and discussions
local officials, businessmen, academics, and citizens in Yanbian Prefecture. Observations, findings
judgments expressed here are my own and not those of any U.S. government organization.
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Two Centers of Gravity

A China: Stability on SiAdorth Korean frontier
A North Korea: Regime survival/perpetuation

Chinese soldiers at a remote border checkpoint
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PLA In Northeast China

Ground, Air, Amphibious Forces




Why Is Yanbian So Important?

Jilin Province Railway across
A27 million total the Tumen

A91% Han

A4% Korean
Yanbian Prefecture
A2.3 million total
A58% Han

A39% Korean

Heilongjiang Province
A36 million total

-2 A95% Han
- % A% Korean

Liaoning Province
4 A42 million total

~ A94% Han
A0.5% Korean



