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Operational analysis example 



Words. 



Language Games 



Wittgenstein: Language Games 

Please paint the back 

door this afternooné.. 

Was that not what you 

wanted? 



Ranges of meaning: ñaffordabilityò 



Language games as group 

indicators 

ñéWe [SBS] even had a different language from the 

SAS. For scoff we said scran. We had a wet, they had a 

brew. We went for a yomp, they a tab. We went to the 

head, they to the *******éò 

(Duncan Falconer, óFirst Into Actionô, 1998) 



Operationalising this idea 



Spies and cyphers 



Noisy channel examples (1) 

¸ You receive óyheô instead of ótheô: 

 ̧Error explained by óyô key being next to ótô on 
standard keyboard.  

 ̧Deduction: channel involved QWERTY keyboard. 



Noisy channel examples (2) 

¸  You receive óindô 

instead of óandô 

¸ i  =  .. 

¸ a =  .- 

 ̧Error explained by 
one Morse code ódigitô 
being wrong.  

 ̧Deduction: channel 
involved morse code 

 


